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After 36 years as a public servant, Maryland Comptroller Peter 
Franchot says farewell 
By Hannah Gaskill 
Baltimore Sun 
January 5, 2023  
  
Peter Franchot has spent four terms in the comptroller’s office and five terms in the Maryland House of 
Delegates. So, what will he miss after the sun sets on what he calls his “unbought, unbossed, scandal-
free 36 years in Maryland politics?” 

“I’m not going to miss anything,” the Democrat told The Baltimore Sun in an interview Wednesday. “I’m 
going to be happy to be off the treadmill.” 

Franchot will step down Jan. 16 after nearly four decades as a public servant, as Democratic 
Comptroller-elect Brooke Lierman makes history as the first woman to lead the office. 

To commemorate his service, Franchot will gather Thursday in Annapolis with his family, Republican 
Gov. Larry Hogan, Democratic Gov.-elect Wes Moore and other faces of Maryland’s political past, 
present and future to unveil his official portrait. He called the painting “handsome.” 

Voters in Montgomery County elected Franchot in 1986 to the House. He served 20 years there. 

Asked why he decided to run for comptroller in 2006, he explained he “was facing an open rebellion at 
home.” Annie Maher, his wife of 42 years, was tired of his “hobby of being a part-time legislator,” he 
said. 

In an attempt to “exit gracefully,” Franchot decided on a primary challenge to William Donald Schaeffer, 
the retired governor who had held the comptroller’s seat since 1999. 

“He said, ‘Up or out,’” recalled Maher, laughing. 

Franchot remembered his wife declared his campaign was, “‘Great news! Because he’s going to kick 
your you-know-what.’” 

“Well, it didn’t work out that way,” he continued. 



Franchot, who called himself the “accidental comptroller,” beat Schaefer in a major upset for his first 
four-year term. Unlike Maryland governors, who are limited to two terms, there’s no limit for 
comptrollers. 

Asked what he’s most proud of during his 16 years as comptroller, Franchot said “customer service.” The 
comptroller is state’s chief collector of taxes, including state income, sales, gasoline and alcohol taxes. 

Franchot, 75, opted out of running for a fifth term as comptroller to join the crowded 2022 race among 
Democratic candidates to replace Hogan. He came in third in the July primary, behind Moore and former 
U.S. Labor Secretary Tom Perez. 

“It was a great experience for me and we were disappointed with the result, but the 16 years — I have 
no regrets whatsoever,” Franchot said. 

However, he holds on to some frustrations. His biggest vexation during his tenure both in the House and 
as the state’s chief financial officer? “The hundreds of billions of dollars” spent on K-12 education 
through both the Thornton and Kirwan education commissions. 

“The promises that were made, as far as the performance, were not proved, according to the data, to be 
as successful as promised,” he said. 

Franchot acknowledged the need to spend state money on education, but said he’s interested in schools 
providing students with the “knowledge skill and self-confidence” to navigate the economy. He is 
formulating plans to follow through on that. 

Franchot has kept quiet about his next moves but said that he has “some irons in the fire.” 

“Most of all, I’m looking for that ability to focus on some issues that I really care about,” like teaching 
kids financial literacy, he said, without going into detail. 

Franchot said that he and Maher have multiple vacations planned, including a spring trip to Europe to 
bike during tulip season and a late summer trip to Alaska. 

The comptroller, often labeled a moderate, acknowledged he butted heads with other Democratic 
leaders. He pointed out that his political career was born of “the public interest movement,” and 
included working with Ralph Nader to oppose the use of nuclear power. 

“Often when I lobbied elected officials — then as an advocate — I was as upset with Democrats as I was 
Republicans because there’s a certain inability of government to make substantive ... policy changes,” he 
said. 

Franchot wants politicians — “whatever party, whatever ideology they have” — to be a “check and 
balance,” not just for the opposing party, but their own, as well. 

As Maryland, which has a Democratic supermajority in its legislature, prepares to inaugurate a 
Democratic governor and comptroller to serve on the Board of Public Works alongside Democratic state 



Treasurer Dereck Davis, the outgoing comptroller has concerns about who will provide that “strict fiscal 
oversight.” 

Still, Franchot has bestowed his “trust and confidence” upon Lierman, who will be paid a $165,000 
salary in her first year in office. Franchot said he is “cautiously optimistic” she will “put the state’s 
interests before the party interests.” 

“My advice would be, ‘Be independent.’ And you can’t be independent by simply rubber-stamping 
everything that is presented to you,” he said. “So I’m optimistic — cautiously optimistic — that she ... 
would take the role of watchdog for the public ... and I think everything that I see about her — that I 
know about her — leads in that direction.” 
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